CERTI FI CATI ON OF ENROLLMENT

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6216

Chapter 51, Laws of 2014

63rd Legislature
2014 Regul ar Session

COUNTY FERRY DI STRI CTS- - COUNTY LEG SLATI VE AUTHORI TY PONERS

EFFECTI VE DATE: 06/ 12/ 14

Passed by the Senate February 13, 2014
YEAS 46 NAYS 3

BRAD OVEN

Presi dent of the Senate

Passed by the House March 6, 2014
YEAS 94 NAYS O

FRANK CHOPP

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Approved March 19, 2014, 2:54 p.m

JAY | NSLEE

Governor of the State of Washi ngton

CERTI FI CATE

I, Hunter G Goodman, Secretary of
the Senate of the State of
Washi ngt on, do hereby certify that
the attached is SUBSTI TUTE SENATE
BI LL 6216 as passed by the Senate
and the House of Representatives
on the dates hereon set forth.

HUNTER G GOODNMAN
Secretary

FI LED
March 19, 2014

Secretary of State
State of Washi ngton



©O© 00 N o 0 b

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6216

Passed Legi slature - 2014 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Senate Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Eide and
Ki ng)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to county ferries; and adding a new chapter to
Title 36 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Any county with a population of one mllion
or nore in which a county ferry district has been established pursuant
to RCW36.54. 110 t hrough 36.54. 190 with boundaries coterm nous with the
boundari es of the county may by ordi nance or resolution of the county
| egislative authority assunme the rights, powers, functions, and
obligations of the county ferry district in accordance with this
chapter.

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 2. The assunption of the rights, powers,
functions, and obligations of a county ferry district nmay be initiated
by the adoption of an ordinance or a resolution by the county
| egislative authority indicating its intention to conduct a hearing
concerning the assunption of such rights, powers, functions, and
obl i gati ons. If the county legislative authority adopts such an
ordi nance or a resolution of intention, the ordinance or resolution
must set a tine and place at which the county legislative authority
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w || consider the proposed assunption of the rights, powers, functions,
and obligations of the county ferry district, and nust state that all
persons interested my appear and be heard. The ordi nance or
resolution of intention nust be published at [ east two tines during the
two weeks preceding the scheduled hearing in newspapers of daily
general circulation printed or published in the county in which the
county ferry district is to be | ocated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. At the time scheduled for the hearing in the
ordi nance or resolution of intention, the county legislative authority
must consider the assunption of the rights, powers, functions, and
obligations of the county ferry district and hear those appearing and
all protests and objections to it. The county legislative authority
may continue the hearing fromtine to tinme, not exceeding sixty days in
al | .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) If, after receiving testinony, the
county legislative authority determnes that the public interest or
wel fare woul d be satisfied by the county assum ng the rights, powers,
immunities, functions, and obligations of the county ferry district,
the county legislative authority may declare that to be its intent and
assune such rights, powers, imunities, functions, and obligations by
ordi nance or resolution, providing that the county is vested with every
right, power, imunity, function, and obligation currently granted to
or possessed by the county ferry district pursuant to RCW 36.54.110
t hrough 36.54. 190. However, in exercising such rights, powers,
immunities, functions, and obligations, all actions nust be taken in
the nanme of the county and title to all property or property rights
vest in the county.

(2) Upon assunption of the rights, powers, imunities, functions,
and obligations of the county ferry district by the county: The
governing body established pursuant to RCW 36.54.110(5) nust be
abol i shed; RCW 36.54.110(5) does not apply to the county; and the
county legislative authority is vested with all rights, powers,
i mmunities, functions, and obligations otherw se vested by law in the
governing board of the county ferry district. However, in any county
with a home rule charter, such rights, powers, functions, and
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obligations vest in accordance with the executive and |egislative
responsibilities defined in such charter.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. Enployees and personnel of the county ferry
district do not automatically becone enpl oyees of the county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. No transfer of any function nmade pursuant to
this chapter may be construed to inpair or alter any existing rights
acqui red under RCW 36.54. 110 through 36.54.190 or any other provision
of lawrelating to county ferry districts, nor as inpairing or altering
any actions, activities, or proceedings validated thereunder, nor as
inpairing or altering any civil or crimnal proceedings instituted
t hereunder, nor any rule, regulation, or order pronul gated thereunder,
nor any admnistrative action taken thereunder; and neither the
assunption of control of any county ferry district function by a
county, nor any transfer of rights, powers, functions, and obligations
as provided in this chapter, may inpair or alter the validity of any
act performed by such county ferry district or division thereof or any
officer thereof prior to the assunption of such rights, powers,
functions, and obligations by any county as authorized by this chapter.
Furt hernore, an ad val orem property tax |evy upon real and persona
property authorized under RCW 36.54.130 and levied by a county as
aut hori zed under this chapter nust be treated as a levy by a county
ferry district for all purposes including, but not Ilimted to,
[imtations on | evies contained in RCW84. 52. 043.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) Al rules and regulations, and all
pendi ng business before the board of any county ferry district
transferred pursuant to this chapter nmust be continued and acted upon
by the county.

(2) Al existing contracts and obligations of the transferred
county ferry district remain in full force and effect, and nust be
performed by the county. A transfer authorized in this chapter does
not affect the validity of any official act perforned by any official
or enployee prior to the transfer authorized pursuant to this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) Wen the rights, powers, functions, and
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obligations of a county ferry district are transferred pursuant to this
chapter, all real and personal property owned by the county ferry
district becones that of the county.

(2) Al reports, docunents, surveys, books, records, files, papers,
or other witings relating to the adm nistration of the powers, duties,
and functions transferred pursuant to this chapter and available to the
county ferry district nmust be nmade avail able to the county.

(3) Al cabinets, furniture, office equipnment, notor vehicles, and
ot her tangi ble property enployed in carrying out the rights, powers,
functions, and obligations transferred under this chapter and avail abl e
to the county ferry district nust be nade available to the county.

(4) Al funds, credits, or other assets held in connection with
powers, duties, and functions transferred under this chapter nust be
assigned to the county.

(5) Any appropriations or federal grant nade to the county ferry
district for the purpose of <carrying out the rights, powers,
functions, and obligations authorized to be assunmed by a county
pursuant to this chapter, on the effective date of such transfer, nust
be credited to the county for the purpose of carrying out such
transferred rights, powers, functions, and obligations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) The county nust assune and agree to
provide for the paynent of all of the indebtedness of the county ferry
district, including the paynent and retirenent of outstandi ng general
obligation and revenue bonds issued by the county ferry district.
Until the indebtedness of a county ferry district assumed by a county
under this chapter has been discharged, all property wthin the
boundaries of the county ferry district and the owners and occupants of
that property continue to be |liable for taxes, special assessnents, and
ot her charges legally pledged to pay the indebtedness of the county
ferry district. The county nust assunme the obligation of causing the
paynent of such indebtedness, collecting such taxes, assessnents, and
charges, and observing and perform ng the other contractual obligations
of the county ferry district. The legislative authority of the county
must act in the sanme manner as the governing body of the county ferry
district for the purpose of certifying the anount of any property tax
to be levied and collected therein, and nay cause service and other
charges and assessnents to be collected fromsuch property or owners or
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occupants thereof, enforce such collection, and perform all acts
necessary to ensure performance of the contractual obligations of the
county ferry district in the same manner and by the sane neans as if
the property of the county ferry district had not been acquired by the
county.

(2) When a county assunes the obligation of paying indebtedness of
a county ferry district and if property taxes or assessnents have been
| evied and service and ot her charges have accrued for such purpose but
have not been collected by the county ferry district prior to such
assunption, the sanme when collected nust belong and be paid to the
county and be used by such county so far as necessary for paynent of
t he i ndebt edness of the county ferry district existing and unpaid on
the date such county assuned that indebtedness. Any funds received by
the county that have been collected for the purpose of paying any
bonded or ot her indebtedness of the county ferry district nust be used
for the purpose for which they were collected and for no other purpose
until such i ndebt edness has been paid and retired or adequate provision
has been made for such paynment and retirenment. Any funds remaining
after the paynent and retirenment of such indebtedness nust be used
solely for carrying out the rights, powers, functions, and obligations
of the county ferry district assuned by the county. The transfer of
property as provided in this chapter does not derogate fromthe clains
or rights of the creditors of the county ferry district or inpair the
ability of the county ferry district to respond to its debts and
obl i gati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 10 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 36 RCW

Passed by the Senate February 13, 2014.

Passed by the House March 6, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 19, 2014.
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